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World news

IN BRIEF

UFO report

from China
HONG KONG, Monday(AFP).—
Chinareportedan

unidentifiedflying
objectover its remote

north-western

regionof
Xinjiang today.

TheUFO— as bigas a
basketball

and beaminglikea
searchlight

— was
sighted cruisingalongside a

Beijing-U-

rumqipassengerflighton Friday
night,the New ChinaNews Agency

said.
Air-traffic controllers

told the airlin-

er therewereno otheraircraft

in the
vicinity,whilethe UFO failedto re-
spondto lightsignalsflashedto it by
the flightcrew,NCNAsaid.

Afterthree minutesthe objectsplit

in two,
spinning

at highspeedand
encircled

by a greenringof light,it
added.

Thenit
disappeared

— onlyto be
seenagaina

half-hour laterby
passen-

gers on a
Guangzhou-Urumqi

flight

World recordfor

joke-teller
LISBON,Monday(AFP).— Peru-
vian Mr FelipeCarbonellsaid yester-

day thathe had beatenthe world
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joke-tellingrecordof 48 hours,but
intended

to keepon goingfor another

dayto makesureof hiswin.

Mr Carbonell,a
55-year-old

Ma-
drid-bornPeruvian,held the Guinness

Book of Recordstitlefor non-stop

joke-telling

until1984,whenhe lostit
to

American
Mr Tim Benker.

His marathonjoke-telling sessionto
regainthe recordtookplaceat a Lis-
bon hotel.

Factionsblock

land reforms
MANILA, Monday (Reuter).— A

Philippinecongresswomanhas urged
landowners

to "takeup yourguns"to
blocklandreformin

escalatingopposi-

tionto
PresidentAquino'slandredis-

tribution program.
"Takeup yourguns, unite, standup

and fight...andletus
protect

our
property,"

Ms Hortencia Starketold
plantation ownersin Davao

yesterday.

Ms Starkeis a major landowner

on
the

sugar-growing

islandof Negros,

whereplantershave alreadyformed
privatearmiesto resistthe

break-up

of
largefamilyholdings.

Her speechfollowed
a threatby

communistrebelslast week to launch

theirown land reformprogramand
backit by

force.
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Mitterrandhas

them guessing

� PARIS,Monday (Reuter).

— Politi-

ciansof leftandrightareup in arms

over PresidentFrancois Mitterrand's

refusalto confirmwhattheybelieveis
France'sworst-keptsecret:thathe will
runfora secondtermthisyear.

Rivalsdenouncedthe Socialistlead-
er

yesterday,

fiveweeksaheadof the
firstroundof

polling

in the
presiden-

tial
election,

fornotsayingif he will

stand.

The President,favouritein the
opinion polls,senta

message

to a So-
cialist campaignrallythathe would
announcehis decisionthis week.

get3 years

SUVA,Monday(AAP).— Two
youngmen were

sentenced
to three

years'jailtodayafter
snatching

thehandbagof an
Australiantouristat

PacificHarbour,50kmwestof Suva,

on Friday.

Mr Makario Anisimai,
20, and Mr

JosetakiToribau,

19, pleadedguilty.

Thecourtwastoldtheystolethebag
of Mrs ChristineElizabeth
Colquhoun,of Sydney, containing
passports,

cashand otheritemsworth
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more than
$F3000($A2875).

The
magistrate

toldthe two men the
courthad no sympathywiththem.
Theiractioncoulddetertourists

at a
timewhenFijiwas

striving

to attract

themback
following

the
politicalcrises

of thepastyear.

Rightistsurgein
W. Germanpoll
BONN,Monday(Reuter).— Ex-

tremerightists emergedfrom nowhere

to graba largeprotestvoteagainst

West Germany'smainstreamparties
in a stateelection, deepening

the na-
tionalslumpof

Chancellor Helmut

Kohl's ChristianDemocrats(CDU).

Allfourmajor
partieslostgroundin

yesterday's electionin
Baden-Wuert-

temberg,whilegroupslikethe
neo-Na-

zi NationalDemocratic Partysoared
outof the

politicalwilderness

to wina
combined

5.1percentof thevote.The
CDU clungto

majority power.


